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 AGN. NO.14             

MOTION BY SUPERVISOR DON KNABE  

Children who come to the attention of the foster care system are often at an increased 

risk of medical and mental illness.  These children require a heightened level of 

attention from the moment they are brought into protective custody and transitioned into 

foster care.   It has long been a concern for this Board that timely and appropriate 

mental health and medical services are consistently provided to every child under our 

care.  DCFS has identified the need for forensic medical and mental health expertise 

available on a 24/7 basis, to meet both emergent and ongoing needs of children in the 

foster care system.  While DCFS is engaged in planning with the Departments of Mental 

Health and Health to meet this critical need, the vision to implement “medical hubs” for 

foster children at 6 county hospitals has been slow in becoming a reality.   

 

I THEREFORE MOVE that the Departments of Health, Mental Health and Children and 

Family Services provide a report back in two weeks that clearly states the costs 

involved for implementing the DCFS Medical Hubs countywide, steps taken to 

implement the hubs thus far, how many kids are projected to be served by these hubs 

per month, and a clear timeframe for full implementation.  


